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BEN W. MURCH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
4810 36th St. NW, Washington, DC 20008

165,000 GSF

LEED V3 Schools Gold

90

750

The Ben W. Murch Elementary School is a PK-5 school serving 
the upper NW Washington DC neighborhoods. The project 
comprised of a complex renovation of the existing 1920’s 
Murch Elementary School building along with a substantial 
addition to accommodate the increasing student population 
and to meet 21st century design standards. This new core 
learning space is connected by the creation of a central spine, 
linking the original building to the new, creating more an open 
collaborative environment that provides flexible learning 
spaces and increased building circulation. The LEED Gold 
Certified Ben W. Murch Elementary School is the most recent 
addition to the District of Columbia Public Schools and the 
Department of General Services Modernization Program, a 
platform that concentrates on the revitalization of schools in 
order to have positive impacts on urban neighborhoods.

Sitting on a 3.78-acre site, a rare attribute for an urban school, 
the design team wanted to exploit the benefits of such a large 
urban area to work with and create an environment that would 
promote physical activities. The new core learning space 
includes a new turf field, two new playground areas and a 
basketball court, two outdoor classrooms, a pollinator garden 
and a farm. These gardens are an integral part of the campus 
and the curriculum as well. The students are in charge of 
cultivating the farm, and during the school year they host their 
own farmers market for the community. They not only receive 
lessons on the gardens and gardening, but they also receive a 
nutrition-based lesson from a local chef as well. This gives the 
students a true understanding of what it takes to harvest food 
and how to move produce from farm to table.

The team practiced a design process that was interactive, 
inclusive, and supportive of the community. Multiple 
community meetings were held, ensuring that members were 
able to contribute meaningfully and allowing them to participate 
fully. Reaching out and working with community leaders and 
project stakeholders helped contribute directly to the project’s 
success. Today, the Ben W. Murch Elementary School serves 
as an educational, cultural, recreational resource center for 
the entire community. 


